said to h§ been derived from the word ‘Moorish’ or MorrSoo- A derogatory
term medﬁm ’little Moors’), however It 1s uncertain If this \y orrgmal name
for the dance. Nonetheless, durmg the Late Mlddle Ages Mdrﬂ_gdancers WEre oc-
casionally reféﬂ'ed'to as ‘morisco dancers’. Durmng the 17th century, Morris danc-
g did have sonieconnectlon ‘with the Moors, as dancers blackened their faces,
and tied bells to the iegs.The latter was be'lieved to have had something to do
with North Africa. Whilst this theory was accepted for some time, doubts have
been cast as there 1s a«Iéck of strong, Irrefutable evidence that this dance had any-

thing to do with the Moorsor the way they danced.

Morris dancers with black-pamted faces.

This 1s traditional in Morris dances along the border of Wales. A Pagan Past? An-
other popular notion attached to Morris Dancing is that 1t has its roots i the pa-
gan past of England, hence the clam that its origins have been lost over time due
to it being so ancient. Proponents of this view point to the fact that m various so-
cieties around the world, the celebration of a festival would typically involve one
form of dance or another. Therefore, it has been argued that Morris Dancing was
performed during ancient Celtlc festivals and at ritual ceremontes conducted at
megalithic sites such as Stonehenge. It has also be/en suggested that Morris Dancing
was once a type of fertility dance. However, there Is a lack of evidence supporting
this clam for the dance’s origins as well ;



